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Mr. Peter T. Grass is the 11th President of the Asphalt Institute.  
Established in 1919, the Asphalt Institute is the oldest national 
organization focused on the promotion of the use of petroleum 
asphalt through environmental, marketing, engineering, and 
technical stewardship.   
 
The Asphalt Institute is a United States based association of 
international petroleum asphalt producers, manufacturers, and 
affiliated businesses. With 90 members, AI represents 
approximately 90 percent of the annual North American asphalt 
production and a growing percentage in overseas markets.   
 
Following his appointment by the Board of Directors in April 2001, 
Mr. Grass worked with the AI Executive Committee to develop and 
launch a new long-term strategy supporting the Institute’s vision 

to serve as a focal point for applications of new binder technology and create a positive 
environment for sustained asphalt demand based on the highest standards of performance. 
 
Under his leadership, the Asphalt Institute has grown its membership by nearly 20 percent, 
expanded representation in every membership category, clarified the roles and functions of 
each of the association’s 11 standing committees, and reestablished the sound financial 
position of the organization.   
 
Importantly, the Institute has taken a leadership role in the research of worker health 
effects for those exposed to asphalt fume and collaborates on these activities with related 
organizations worldwide.  The commitment of the Asphalt Institute members to this 
research have made AI the single largest financial backer of health effects research for the 
industry in the world. 
 
An alumnus of the University of New Hampshire where he earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Civil Engineering degree, Mr. Grass also holds a Master of Science degree in Civil 
Engineering from Georgia Institute of Technology.  A member of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers, the Association of Asphalt Paving Technologists, the Canadian Technical 
Asphalt Association, and several other professional organizations, Mr. Grass is a registered 
professional engineer in the state of Hawaii.  He has served on the TRIP board of directors 
since 2003 and on the board of the Foundation for Pavement Preservation since 2004.  
 
A New Hampshire native, Mr. Grass served in the U.S. Army’s Corps of Engineers for over 
21 years leading planning, design, and construction organizations both in the U.S. and 
Europe.  Mr. Grass and his family now live in Lexington, Kentucky. 
 
 


